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ABSTRACT 

This booklet encourages potential high school 
dropouts to stay in school. It opens by claiming that the choice to 
drop out of school is the student's but lists negative potential 
outcomes of th^^t choice. The next several sections discuss reasons 
why parents; the school; the community; businesses; federal, state, 
and local governments; and the military care if students dropped out 
of school. Thirteen questions are listed which ask potential dropouts 
about problems related to schooling. It is recommended that students 
answering any of these questions affirmatively ask the advice of 
others, such as the school principal or a respected businessperson. 
Suggestions for the student to help himself in school are provided, 
including watching one's behavior; following rules; coming to scnool 
regularly and getting to class on time; learning to get along with 
classmates; showing respect; eind studying hard and doing homework. 
(ABL) 
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The National Dropout Prevention Center's mlssfcm Is to signifi- 
cantly reduce the dropout rate In American schools by helping to 
devetop public-private partnerships between schools, businesses 
and communities. 

For more Information, or to obtain additional copies of this publi- 
cation, contact* The National Dropout Prevention Center, 
Clemson Untveislty. Ckmson. SC M634-51 11 or caU (800) 868- 
3475 In SC or (80C9 443-6392. 3 



The choice is yours. 



So, y«ni want to dnq> out of aduxd? It's your decision, but 
you need to kxu>w what's in stm. 

• YouH have to oompete with high school graduates for 
Jobs and wlU be less likely to find a J^. 

• {fyoucanfindajc^. the pi^ win be loui. 

• If youYe a youngjenwde dropout. youH have an 
extxenwly hard time fiiKling a Job. 

• If you're B/acfc, Hispanic or Native Amerkxin, you're 
In a group that drops out of school mm often and 
has a hi^er unonployment rate than Whites. 

• You can't get into any branch of the armed forces 
without a high scho(& diploma. 

• You may become one of many dropouts involved in 
crime, and you may spend time in JaiL 

Only you can make the decision to drop out of school! The 
stakes are high — having a productive life or falling into a 
pattern of failure. iKnedom and crime. Do you care about 
your future? Other people care — and they want you to 
stay in school! 



Your parents care. 



If youVe ever attended a high school or college graduaUon. 
you can readily see how proud parents are when their 
children walk across the stage to receive their diploma. 
Your parent(s) or guardian will be proud also. They know 
that once you receive that high school dipUima. your 
chances for s access in life axe better. You need their sup- 
port, love and understanding. Tonr {wxents want yon to 
stay In school! 
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Your school cares 



You mi^t be sick to death of your school at thto moment. 
Stop and think! The school is not there for you to drop 
out: Its miycn- goal Is to have ymigraduatel The school 
does not receicve craltt when you drop out Evexy effort is, 
(S' shoukl he« made to k^ ymi m sdiooL Tour pilMlpal, 
jonr eoaaMdOfi* ymat tcaiehofa and jov firimtfa want 
yon to staj In sehooL 



The community cares. 



The cmnmunity is aware d'the prMems related to drop- 
outs. For exaiqple, many dropouts wUul up on welfare 
rolls because they lack educat on. Many abuse drugs and 
alcohol. Others turn to crime rind wind up In Jail. All these 
things cost a lot in terms of tax money axid community 
resources that could be spent in more productive ways. 
Citizens realize that a ^udent who stays in school has a 
better chance of ^tting a Job and becconlng a good mem- 
ber of the commimlty. CItlaeiis In the commuaity want 
yon to stay In sehooll 



The business world needs people who are able to do a Job 
requiring certain skills. They need many people to do 
many dmerent Jobs. The moacy they make depends on 
how weUwokers contribute to the entire operation of the 
compai^. They need wcnrkers who are able to read and 
understand instructions and do their best work. Pooriy 
trained persons who cant read or write wefl and who don't 
understand the Job process have nothing to offer a busi- 
ness! Business p^ple want yon to stay in schooll 
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Government agencies care because high school dropouts 
can*t make enou^ money to p^ taices and add to the 
revenue it takes to run this country. Dropouts pay very 
little taxes and are often on welfare. ^ 
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Maybe you doat care to pay taxes. Did you ever stop to 
thSakwhatyouwouWtoselfeveiyoncdcckiediwttopay 

taxes or If we earned so UtUe nxnicy we oouklnt pqr 



What would we do without ai tequa te ... 

• flre dcpartinfnW 

• pi^oe departmeitfi? 

• h^^dqiartmeiits, hospitals and sdKXds? 

Good citiasens pay taxes so that they and their children 
can have a better life! Tte iovsnunmt waste jm to 

stay ta atihooll 



The military cares 



It is m^wrtant to the security of our country that we have 
a sufflcdent numbcrirfyoung men and wonMn to scnrc m 

the different tamch'ss of the anxttd forces. We must have 
capable men and omen to cany out the inqxsrtant duties 
performed by our militaiy branches. The duties are bc- 
Smlgginuch harder. Much of the tcchnniogy used in ci- 
vHianjobs is also used in the mmtary. Therefore, no 
branch of the aimed services will take ycm without a high 
school diploma. Many students who dropped out of school 
are now trying to get a high school diploma so they can get 
into the armed forces. Ths mtlltaiy wants ym to st^ in 

schoolt 



Do you have serious problems? 



If you're thinking about dropi^ out of school, your prob- 
lems must be serious. Answer YES or NO to the foltowlng 
questions. 

1. Are you having problems reading arui understand- 
ing your assignments? 

2. Are you a grade or two behind your ftioids and feel 

asenseofilEdhire? 



3. Are you using dxugs and akotuA and do xu^ feel 
like getting up to go to sdioc^ 

4. Are you having fmUlypidUcma? 

5. Are your parents aaldng you to goto woik now? 

6. Are you in conflict with your teachexs and/or the 
prlnrlpal? 

7. Do you feel that you're bemg treated unfair^ In the 

schodsedJng? 

8. Are you usually akme at school? 

9. Have you been suspended from school for a period 
of time and hc^e ^Dlded not to return? 

10. Are you pr^nant and don*t know v/fxat to do? 

11. Do you fed pfaysteal^ inmost of the time? 

12. Do you fed that you have failed at almost every- 
thing you Ve tried? 

13. Are you frequently absent from or late to school? 

If you answemi "YES" to one or more of these questions, 
you need to talk to someone — Immediately. Find someone 
you can trust and talk to him or her about your problems! 
Here are some people who can help you and gtve you 
good advice: 

• The principal 

• Your counselor 

• Your parentis) 

• Yourmlnteter 

• A trusted friend 

• The teacher you like best 

• A respected btisincssman or businesswoman 

• An adult you can trust 



Can you Itfire schoof moref? 



You can do a lot to help yoursdf In school! Tky these 
suggestions: 

• Watch your behaTkir. 

The way you act has a lot to do with how you're 
treated. Even a caring teacher win he^te to help 

you If you're hostfle, angry and insulting. 
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• FoDov tlw rate. 

A caring teacher expects ymi to obey the rules whether 
you like them or not Any oiguiizatloii muet have 
rules and gulddtnes to run smoothly. The rules cannot 
be choiged for one pezscm. However, you do have a 
il^t to eqiect the rules to be ampUed fiedily. if you dont 
lIlEe a rule or think that a teacher to beft^unfiEar. talk 
with the tether or the prlndpaL 

• Come to school r^nlarly, and get to class cm time. 

Excessive absences, be^ late to class, or cutting 
schocd only places you in a position to liaiL You're 
hurting yourself when you're in school or class. 
You cant learn if you're absent 

• K^eam to get aloqg with your dassmates. 

Fighting, other disruiHive behavior, drugs and alcohol 
can tead to suspension or expul^on. It is better to 
learn with your classmates In school than by yourself 
at heme. 




• Show mpect for Tonnelf Iqr tliowtng mpect 
forotlMis. 

If you give mpect, you*ll get it in return. 

• StodT hMMd and do yonr taMneiPi^ 

Learning is haxd wcaic it takes effort. But. it can be 
iun« and it opens the door for you to be successful 
now in school and later when you graduate and get 
a Job. 

You're only in school for a short time in your life. Make the 
most of it. Get your high scho<d diplomal 
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